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Why is Yamuna important ?                                                   
Yamuna( also sometimes known as Jamuna) is the longest river of Ganges, which 
is located in the northern part of India. Yamuna crosses through several states of 
India which include: Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Gurgaon 
and Delhi. Yamuna thus is one of the major sources of water for about 500 
million people in a few states, and also helps to create and obtain highly fertile 
alluvial. Yamuna doesn’t only help to moderate the climate around, it also 
provides water for irrigation, industrialization and daily activities( brushing, 
shaving, showering, drinking, etc).  It is also used for generating cheap 
hydroelectric power, in order to make electricity affordable and available for a 
wider range of people. 



Has Yamuna changed ?
In 1909, river Yamuna was categorized and known to be one 
of the cleanest and most transparent rivers in the world. TO 
the contrary, now it is one of the most polluted rivers in the 
world. Yamuna is said to be highly contaminated around 
New Delhi. This is because the state dumps about 56% of its 
agricultural, domestic and industrial waste into the river. 



Human Contributions to the pollution of river Yamuna 
●  A large percentage of industrial, domestic and agricultural waste is disposed into 

river Yamuna. 
● These wastes aren’t treated, and thus are non-biodegredable. 
● A lot of people take baths in the river with shampoo, conditioners, soaps, etc. and 

thus add up to the contamination of the river.
● Some people wash their clothes and utensils directly in the river. 
● There are a lot of cases when fertilizers and pesticides are washed into the river, 

thus polluting it. 
● Ashes of a dead body are immersed into Yamuna( religious activity), which makes 

the river more unhygienic.
● A lot of people in rural India also excrete in the river making it further more polluted. 

● People immerse the idols of God’s during Durga Puja( a festival) as a symbol and 
token of gratitude and thankfulness.



The drastic change in Yamuna 
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What is the government doing to protect Yamuna? 
“> The government can enforce laws like only using organic farming methods 

> Industry water must be treated before being discharged in water 

> The government can make laws agaisnt the degradation of water 

> hot water decreases dissolved oxygen rate and kills marine organisms. Thus, 
the water being discharged must be regulated and cooled down before 
discharging. “

I have quoted the ideas I have taken from MS PAGE’s POWERPOINT 


